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MEMORIAL, 


So. Oe. 


TF a plan be in itſelf good, and tend in a very high degree to ad- 
vance the happineſs of the human race, it ſhould not be lightly 


abandoned. The authors of it may, indeed, meet with much oppo- 


ſition and many diſcouragements before it can be adopted, and carried 


into effect; but they would be deficient in duty both to God and 
man, as well as unworthy the honour of carrying it into execution, 


were they not to continue firm to their object, and to perſevere with 
patience and aſſiduity till it be obtained. What benevolent deſign 
that has been found moſt advantageous to the world, did not meet 


with oppoſition when it was firſt propoſed ? Some from underſtanding 
it imperfectly, and others from ſuppoſing it fraught with the moſt 


dangerous conſequences, employed all their influence to defeat. it. 
But when they have fairly examined its nature and tendency, they 
have patronized it with ardour, and praiſed the authors for that deter- 
mined perſevering ſpirit. which before 1 under the gue of 
ſullen obſtinacy and rude teizing. 
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Under the influence of theſe principles, we again ſolicit your at- 


tention, Some months ago, we preſented a Petition to your Ho- 


nourable Court, requeſting leave to go out as Miſſionaries to Bengal, 
to inſtruct the natives in the knowledye of the Chriſtian Religion, 


With ſurprize and grief we were informed, that you did not ſee fit to 
grant our requeſt, a requeſt, in our eyes, ſo reaſonable and caſy. 


The importance of the ſubject, however, would not permit us to lay 


it aſide: and finding that it appeared to multitudes of eminently good 


men, in all parts of the country in the ſame light as to ourſelves, we 
conceived it our duty to perſevere. And we deliver this Memorial to 
ſtate the ſubject to you fully, and reſpectfully to inform you, that we 
are coming forward with another Petition, which is ſupported by the 
recommendation of many hundreds of Clergymen of different deno- 
minations, both in England and Scotland, and likewiſe from Ireland, 
who may be conſidered as ſpeaking the language of the majority of 
their hearers. Thus ſupported, we cannot but flatter outſelves, that 


you will feel it a duty and a pleaſure to comply with the wiſhes of 10 


many teachers of religion, and friends of the human kind. 


1 kak pleaſed the Supreme Governor of the World to place under 
your guardianſhip many millions of your fellow-creatures. We ſin- 
cerely wiſh that your Government may reſemble his ; and that it 
may be the object of your ambition, that the impartial page of hiſtory 
may contain your names among thoſe who have been eminent bene- 
factors of the human race, and who have exerted their influence 
IN promoting the beſt inteteſts of thoſe they rule. Virtue and hap- 
pineſs form a ſhort. but compleat liſt of what enlightened Engliſhmen 
will endeavour to ſecure, and to diffuſe as widely as pofſible among 
their Indian ſubjects. Virtue has a direct tendency to promote happi- 


neſs; and virtue muſt flow from a knowledge of men's obligations and 


duty 


e 
duty. All theſe Chriſtianity advances in the higheſt degree: its prin- 
ciples are calculated to render man virtuous and good; and the path 
of true virtue leads to felicity. This Religion we wiſh to make known 
in your dominions of Bengal; and we apply for leave to employ our 
moſt vigorous endeavours for that purpoſe, 


That you may know the extent of our Petition, we will frankly 
expoſe to you our plan and our deſigns. 


If we obtain leave from your Howmurable Court, we purpoſe to go 
out to Bengal with our families; to take a few perſons with us as 
Catechiſts, and to ſettle in a part of the country which may be found 
moſt convenient, both on account of a healthful ſituation, and for 
furniſhing opportunities of communicating inſtruction to the natives. 


When we have made ourſelves maſters of the languages, we deſign 
to employ our time in conveying the knowledge of Chriſtianity to the 


Hindoos and Mahometans, by tranſlating the ſacred Scriptures for 
their uſe, by converſation, and by erecting ſchools to be kept by the 
Catechiſts for teaching the children the firſt principles of Religion. 
Such is our object; and we have ſufficient funds for its ſupport. 


The favour we aſk of you, Gentlemen, is, leave to go out to 
Bengal; and protection there, while we demean ourſelves as peaceable 


ſubjects of the Government, and good members of the community. 


In your anſwer to our Petition, you have had the goodneſs to ſay, 
that our defigns were well. meant, and that you were convinced of the 
fimeerity of our motives and zeal, But we truſt that on peruſing our 
Memorial, you will ſee reaſon to Judge that our plan is ſafe for the 


nay and uſeful to the people, as well as good in itſelf; and 
therefore 
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therefore proper to be granted by you with cordiality and pleaſure. 


Indeed, we flatter ourſelves you will be fully convinced you have no- 


thing to fear from our conduct, from the methods we ſhall employ 


for propagating Chriſtianity, and from the iſſue of our attempts, whe- 


ther they prove ineffectual, or be crowned with ſucceſs. 


We mult be deſtitute of common-ſenſe, if we do not ſee it abſo- 


lutely neceſſary that our conduct ſhould be virtuous. Unleſs perſons 


in our ſituation be eminently peaceable in their deportment, how could 


they poſſibly expect the patronage of the Government in India? A 
turbulent and diſorderly behaviour, we muſt be ſenſible, would baniſh 
us from the country. Beſides, unleſs our lives exhibited a pattern 


of thoſe virtues which Chriſtianity enjoins, could we ever imagine 


that the natives would pay the ſlighteſt attention to any thing we 


ſhould ſay. In that caſe we ſhould betray only a fooliſh RyPocrilys 


JO which would effectually defeat its own end. 


As to the methods we defign to employ for the converſion of the 
Hindoos, theſe too need excite no uneaſineſs in your Honourable 


Court. They know little of human nature who would attempt ſuch 


a work by harſhneſs, ſeverity, or compulſion, To inveigh againſt 
their religion with bitterneſs would only be to irritate them againſt 
us: and to irritate is not the way to perſuade, nor to influence their 


minds. It is only by gentleneſs, by mild perſuaſion, by diſplaying the 
ſuperior excellence of Chriſtianity, and by affectionately inſinuating its 


principles into their hearts, that we can hope to prevail. We are well 


5 aware of the inveterate attachment of the Hindoos to their own ſyſ- 


tems and inſtitutions: in proportion therefore to their degree of attach- 


ment muſt the prudence, and gentleneſs, and perſuaſive ſoftneſs of 
Miſſionaries be; and the more carefully muſt eyery thing be avoided 


th at 
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that would create diſguſt, or provoke to wrath. In this way does the 


Chriſtian Religion enjoin its Miniſters to demean themſelves in their 


attempts to propagate it in the world. In this way we purpoſe to act 
in reſpect to each individual to whom we may have acceſs, not only 
at firſt, but during the whole time of our continuance in the coun- 
try : our fixed principles, as well as a regard to ſuccels, bind it faſt 
upon us, 


Whatever may be the iſſue of our attempts, there will be no juſt 
ground for jealouſy | in reſpect to our miſſion, 


Should we labour without effect, while we, and not we only, but all 


the friends of Religion, ſhall cordially thank you for your benevolent 
patronage, it will not be in our power (were we even fo diſpoſed) to 
create any uneaſineſs or diſturbance. If all our efforts ſhould be in 
vain, and the natives of Bengal ſhould refuſe to embrace the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, we ſhall remain a few inconſiderable individuals, with- 
out influence over the people, rather objects of pity for riſking, ſuf- 
 fering, and labouring ſo much in vain, than calculated to excite the 
ſlighteſt alarm. Such, in the judgment of ſome of your Honourable 


Court, the ifſue of our attempt will prove. On your own principles 


then there cannot accrue the ſmalleſt danger from our miſſion. You 


will have the credit of obliging very many of your countrymen and 


friends; and we, after unavailing labours in Bengal, not wiſhing to 


live to no purpoſe, will bid adieu to the ungrateful toil, return to 


Europe, and furniſh to others a warning not to attempt the hopeleſs 


taſk, - 


But you will naturally ſuppoſe, and we frankly acknowledge, that 


we apply to you from the hope of ſeeing our endeavours crowned with 


ſuccels, 


ſucceis, and of converting ſome, at leait, of the Hindoos and Maho- 
metans to the faith of the Goſpel. From the peruſal of eccleſiaſtical 
hiſtory, we plainly perceive that Chriſtianity has triumphed over as 
great obſtacles as it will have to contend with in India: and we like- 


E-&} 


wiſe read in the infallible page of inſpiration, that the Chriſtian is to 
be the univerſal religion, and will bring into ſubjection to its prin- 
ciples and precepts all the nations of the earth without, exception. If 
we, therefore, employ the methods which Divine Wiſdom has ap- 
pointed for the propagation of the Goſpel, we have reaſon to hope 
that we ſhall not labour in vain, and that we may be the means of 


| ſowing in Bengal the feed of Divine truth, which will in a courſe of 


time yield a plentiful harveſt. Our hopes are confirmed by this 
additional conſideration, that we do not find that any good and faith- 


ful Miffionaries have employed their efforts wholly without effect: 


on the contrary, their labours have been uniformly attended with as 


much ſucceſs as, all things conſidered, they had reaſon to expect. 
Should ſimilar ſucceſs attend our endeavours, you wall have no len 
to repent of letting 1 us go. 


The principles of Chrifianity which we will inculcate, and they 


receive, are of unrivalled excellence. They point out in the cleareſt 


manner the obligations, duty, and happineſs of intelligent creatures, 


and have the moſt powerful tendency to make men good, contented, 


and happy. No Religion preſents ſo juſt, ſo full, and fo perfect a 


ſyſtem of-morals as the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt : and it teaches men 


to act from principles far more exalted and divine than any other. Its 
ſcheme of ſocial virtues is ſo framed, as to adorn every relation in 
life, by the laudable exerciſe of eyery good diſpoſition and virtuous 


action. Integrity, fidelity, induſtry, frugality, conteptment, and 
benevolence, are all recommended by the Hrongel motives, and en- 


joined 
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joined by the higheſt authority. As ſociety is compoſed of individuals, 
and takes its colour from their principles, diſpoſitions, and conduct, 
the reception of Chriſtianity will have the moſt benign influence on 
the body politic. As the ſum of ſocial virtue will be thereby increaſed, 

ſo likewiſe the peacc and happineſs of ſociety. The exerciſe of the 


forementioned and other Chriſtian virtues, will produce much enjoy- 
ment 1 in the boſom of their Poſſeſſors. 


But we can add ſomething which will ſtill more effectually remove 
every ground of jealouſy on this account. That a miſſion may be car- 
ried on in India without endangering the peace of ſocicty, or produc- 
ing any bad effects, is a matter not merely of reaſoning, but of fa&#. 
The Danes have had a miſſion at Tranquebar, for near a century paſt; 
and in your territories in the Carnatic, there have been miſſionaries 
for more than fifty years. The labours of both have been crowned 
with ſome degree of ſucceſs : and both number in the liſt of 
their converts, ſome thouſands of perſons brought to the pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity from among the Mahometans and Hindoos. 
But not the ſmalleſt injury to ſociety has ariſen from their change of 
religion. Our principles, we will with confidence ſay, are equally pa- 


cific as their's: and have as direct a tendency to promote peace and 
5500 will among men. 


eq Ane effect of a ſucceſsful miſſion among the inhabitants of 
Bengal, will be an increaſe of attachment to Europeans and their Go- 
vernment. Gratitude, which in this inſtance is uniformly found to 

operate with peculiar energy, will inſpire them with reſpect and affec- 
tion for thoſe who have made them happy, by conveying to them the 
knowledge of the beſt religion. They will naturally feel a warm re- 
: gard ſor a Nation of the ſame faith with themſelves: They will have a 


C more 


(28) 
more ardent deſire for living under its government, and be more zea- 
louſly concerned for its ſtability and continuance. The inclination 
which, from their religious tenets, they may now have for the domi- 
nion of the Mahometans or Hindoos, muſt ceaſe at their converſion 
to Chriſtianity. Mahometan or Hindoo Rulers, they muſt be ſenſi- 
ble, would diſturb them in the profeſſion of their faith; and the 


peaceable enjoyment of their religious liberty, and their reſpectability 


as men, muſt depend on their living under a Chriſtian government: 


and they would thereby be conſtrained by the ſtrong bond of intereſt 
to ſupport it, as their own welfare is cloſely connected with its exiſt- 


ence and vigour, 'The inſtruction of the children in the religion, 


and in the ſciences of Europe, and of ſome. of them in our language, 


mult further contribute to increaſe; their attachment to the Engliſh ; 


and in proportion to their numbers, to ſtrengthen the government 
eſtabliſhed in their ROUT 


The objections which ſome bak adn from the uncertain effects 
of a change of religion on the natives, muſt proceed from not duly 
weighing the principles of Chriſtianity, or not conſidering their influ- 
ence on the human heart. As in dealings between man and man it 
is found that honeſty is the beſt policy; ſo it may be regarded as one 
of the eſtabliſhed laws in the government of the world, that the beſt 


principles in the hearts of the people, will always produce the happieſt 
effects in ſecuring the peace and proſperity of a community. The 
Author of the Chriſtian Religion is the Ruler of the Univerſe, and he 


hath ſo framed its principles, that they ſhall moſt powerfully conduce 
to the benefit of civil ſociety. Good principles are maſſy columns of 


braſs reſting on a rock, and will for ages ſupport the building without 
injury; and the better thoſe priviples are e underſtood, and the more 


_ extenſively 


5 
extenſively: they are diffuſed, the Hang ſtability wall they give lo the 
government. 


But while ome will allow the Chriſtian Religion to be favourable to 


the peace and happineſs of ſociety, they are afraid of the change, and 
_ conſider! the ſeaſon when that takes place as exceedingly hazardous, 
and big with confuſion and diforder*. It will be granted, that a ſudden 
chatige even from bad to good principles, if it were to take place among 
a whole people at once, might produce ſome temporary effects of an cvil 
nature, and endanger the public peace. Warm imaginations and eager 


paſſions might, by not underfianding the ſyſtem they had haſtily 


adopted, overleap the bounds of propriety: and order. But the mode 
preſcribed by the great Author of our religion, and which, as his Diſ- 


ciples, we mean ſtrictly to obferve, has not theſe inconveniencies at- 


tending it; it is neceſſarily gradual, The effects ſo far as they are 
produced, are highly beneficial; but they are from their nature ſlow, 
Conviction of the truth and excellence of Chriſtianity, can alone pro- 
: duee a true convert : none but ſuch would we admit to our communion 
and this convidtion ordinarily proceeds, by norapid degrees from mind 


to mind. We ſhall think that we have ſpent twenty years to good 


purpoſe, if four or five hundred of the natives fhall receive the Goſpel 
in ſincerity. ' It is only after a lapſe of ſeveral generations, that Chriſ- 
tiabity'can be expected to have made ſo extenfive a progreſs, as to ins 
lende the' inaſs Vo we eee e. In ee ages of yoo 
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church, almoſt three hundred years revolycd from the time of the 


preaching of the Apoſtles, before the majority of the inhabitants of 


the empire embraced the Chriſtian faith. We havearguedon the ſuppo- 
fition of a very conſiderable body of people ſubmitting to the Goſpel : 


but that is an event which is ſtill at a conſiderable diſtance. From 


the limited views we have expreſſed of our hopes of ſucceſs, the moſt 


timorous oppoſer of new things need not be alarmed. Accord- 


ing to our judgments, the converſion of five hundred natives of Ben- 


gal to the faith of Chriſt in the courſe of twenty years, will commu- 
nicate more happineſs to us, than if we could, at the end of that time; 
return to Europe each with a fortune of five hundred thouſand pounds. 
As the effects produced on theſe people, would be ercatly for their 
own benefit, and the benefit of ſociety, why ſhould your Honghrablo 
Court prevent us from making the attempt ? 


To prove the harmleſſneſs, nay, the utility of a miſſion to India, no- 
thing more, we truſt, need be ſaid. We have argued on the ſubject. 


with a confidence not begotten by enthuſiaſm, but inſpired by the na- 


ture of Chriſtianity, by its effects in every age, by its uniform tendency, 
in a word, by thoſe ſure guides of human judgment and actions, ob. 
ſervation, experience, and facts. In every thing relating to commerce, 


we bow with ſubmiſſion to your ſuperior judgment. But in what re- 


ſpects the Chriſtian religion; the probability of ſucceſs, notwithſtand- 
ing the ſtrongeſt prejudices; the effects of the Goſpel on the hearts ; 
of individuals; and the influence of it on the ſtate of ſociety, theſe 
both from our ordinary purſuits, and from our preſent plan, have ſo 
much engaged c our attention, that we ſhould think ourſelves unfit for 
the office of miſſionaries, and at the ſame time not wanting in reſpect 

ſor your Honourable Court, if we did not prefer e our ow n. 
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Tt has been urged by ſome as an objection to our plan, © that they 


never knew a good Hindoo become a Chriſtian.” But permit us 
' without rudeneſs to aſk, if among the many hundreds or thouſands 
you have known, that went to India, the defign of any one in going 
has been to learn or to teach the Chriſtian religion to the natives ? 
Have you been acquainted with any who viſited Bengal on purpoſe to 


ſet before the natives an example of piety, humility, meekneſs, ſelf- de- 


nial, mortification to the world, and thoſe other diſpoſitions which 


Chriſt enjoins on his Diſciples? Or did you ever ſee an Engliſhman 
ſpending his time as diligently, from year to year, in endeayouring to 
convert the natives to Chriſtianity, as others did in their yarious em- 


ployments to acquire that affluence to which a patient courſe of in- 
duſtry gives ſo valid a claim? And without ſuch means, both of ſane- 
5 tity of example, and aſſiduity of inſtruction, the converſion of a ſingle 
heathen | is not to be looked for. 


Aloe ud Gentlemen, earnetlly to iatreat you to give the ſubject 


the moſt ſerious conſideration. It is of infinite conſequence to your- 
ſelves that you ſhould. You have much power committed to you by 


the Governor and Judge of the human race. No private men in 


the world have the happineſs of ſo many millions depending on them. 
Tt is our earneſt wiſh, that as in the ſupreme Ruler, your goodneſs may 
be equal to your power; and- that your authority may be a bleſſing to 


your ſubjects, and not an injury. You may, no doubt, refuſe to let 
Miſſionaries go to Bengal, but we hope you will not. If you ſhould, 


allow us to expoſtulate with you on the conſequences of ſuch-a refuſal; 
The public will form a very different judgment from you. A few men 


defirous to promote the moſt important intereſts of their fellow crea- 
tures, petition for leaye to go to India to preach the Goſpel to the na- 
tives. 
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tires. They give you the moſt ſolemn aſſurances that they will not 
in the ſlighteſt degree intermeddle with your government or com- 
merce; and that they purpoſe to devote their lives entirely to the 
inſtruction of your Indian ſubjects in the principles of the Chriſtian 
(which i is your own) religion, in order to make them wiſe, and good, 
and happy. The only fayour they aſk of you is, that you would pro- 
tect them from injury while they ſhall demean themſely es as virtuous | 
and IR members of ſociety. This you refuſe. 


But how muſt your refuſal appear in | the eyes <6 men of liberality 
of literature, of commercial equity, of philanthropy, and of religion? 
Will it raiſe the character of the Directors of the Eaſt-India Company 
in the eyes of the. W orld? 

Men of liberal minds will certainly exclaim, Is it poſſible the 
6 Gentlemen in the Direction of Eaſt-India affairs can have minds ſo 
© narrow and contracted, as to prevent a few well- meaning men from 
* going to Bengal to do good in their own way? Should they be 
5 © miſtaken or enthuſiaſts, they could not do a millionth. part of the 
« harm that ſome have done who went out with the. leave of the 
«© Company. As they are not to interfere 3 in commerce, and as it is 
< at all times in the power of the Government to ſend them out of 
+ the country, if they meddle with things that do not belong to them, 
& a refuſal certainly does not diſplay the liberality of mind which 
0 ſhould ſtamp the conduct of o power ful a body of men, You may 
« think they will do no good, as it is impoſſible for them to ſucceed. 
Though we haye not the ſame views, with themſelves, and do not 


« entertain ſo high. an idea of the hen reſult of their labours, 
«c yet 
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« yet we think it would be illiberal not to allow them to make a trial. 
“Let them obtain conviction of the inutility of their ſcheme, * ex- 
« periencipg diſappointment and failure of ſucceſs.” 


To the ſevere awards of men of literature a refuſal will likewiſe 


expoſe you. Every attempt to arreſt the progreſs of ſcience they con- 
ſider as rude and horrid Vandaliſm. The light of ſcience is in their 


eyes that which improves the nature and ſtate of man : it exalts his 
_ faculties, it encreaſes his means of ſubſiſtence, it heightens his en- 
joyments, and gives to ſociety, as well as individuals, greater de- 


grees of proſperity, happineſs, and virtue. Of all the ſciences which 


benefit mankind, the Chriſtian ſyſtem is the firſt. It employs the 
faculties upon the nobleſt ſubjects; it communicates the moſt valuable 
knowledge; it inculcates every virtue; and it produces fuch habits 
and conduct as contribute to the honour and felicity of man in every 
relation. Beſides, it is always accompanied with other ſcicnces, 
which are more nearly or remotely connected with it, and leads to the 


ſtudy of them: it is favourable to the ſtudy of all. An attempt is 


propoſed to be made to convey the Divine ſcience of religion and 
morals, and the various branches connected with them, into a diſ- 
tant part of the world. As they conſider every ray as encreaſing the 


light, and every teacher as augmenting the ſum of human knowledge, 
will they not exclaim againſt the barbariſm of thoſe who, like Abu- 


beker, make war with ſcience, and employ their power to keep the 
world in darkneſs } 7 . 


Even men of mat equity will take part againſt you. We 
come to you in the name of millions; our requeſt is the requeſt of all 
EE N . FIVE . 
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the friends of religion in the Britiſh Empire. Will not their plain 
minds, although not enlarged by liberality, nor enlightened by ſcience, 
judging on the equitable principle of commercial intercourſe, paſs this 
deciſion on your conduct? * Gentlemen, here are ſome millions of 
people who have been your cuſtomers for many years. They have 
* expended many millions of pounds in purchaſing your Indian com- 
% modities, and have helped to enrich you and your conſtituents by 
their dealings; for it is by the public, that a trading company, 
« as well as an individual, obtains their wealth. Here is a favour, 
a ſmall favour, and the firſt of the kind they have applied for from 
you, namely, that you would permit a few of their number to preach 
their good and peaceable doctrine in your territories. If recipro- 
c city of benefits be a principle on which individual merchants and 
trading companies ſhould act, equity will dictate, that they ought 
* not to meet with, a refuſal, Fl 


Nor wall men of philantiropy paſs a milder: ſentence on your con- 
duct. It is a pleaſing feature of the preſent age, that there are many 
whoſe higheſt ambition it is to promote the happineſs of their fellow- 
creatures, Not only in their own neighbourhood do they labour to 
baniſh miſery and to ſow the ſeeds of happineſs; but conſidering 
' themſelves as citizens of the world, and the earth as their country, 
they are deeply concerned for the welfare of the people of every land, 
and enter with eagerneſs into every plan for meliorating the condition 
of the human race, whether it relates to the comfort. of the body or the 
mind. Should they hear that you refuſe your patronage, nay, even leave 
| for perſons to go and diſſeminate thoſe divine truths which have ſo 
ſtrong a tendency to promote the higheſt happineſs of man among the 

natives 
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natives of Bengal, from the natural benevolence of their hearts, they 
will be unable to refrain from exclaiming with anguiſh : © What a 
© pity that our moſt opulent merchants ſhould not feel a warmer zeal 


for the happineſs of oy and ſhould endeavour to make wy FR | 
6c anner nut to gain.“ 25 17 
3 But be all bs religion will your conduct be moſt ſeverely 
condemned, and moſt deeply lamented. Theſe form a very nume- 
rous body: they eonſider Chriſtianity as the moſt valuable inheri- 
tance of man, and the moſt effectual means of ſecuring him the 
higheſt degree of felicity ; and they are exceedingly - defirous that it 
may be diffuſed throughout the world. They conſider our conqueſts 
abroad, and our colonies, as committed into our hands for this very 
end, and that we may render the condition of the people happier, by 
propagating among them that Divine ſyſtem of Religion with which 
God has in mercy favoured us. It never entered into their minds 
that any oppoſition could poſſibly be made,. by perſons profetling 
_ themſelves Chriſtians, to ſuch a meaſure. When the idea was ſug- 
_ geſted to them of the poſſibility of a refuſal, they ſtarted at--it with: 
horror, and would not admit the ſuppoſition. Should you ſtill re- 
faſe, they will be: ſhocked at what appears to them a complication of 
evils, of -impiety in robbing God of the honour due to his name, and? 
af cruelty in depriving men of that happineſs which the | Goſpel of 
Chriſt alone can give. It would be vain to attempt to expreſs in 
words what all the fincere friends of religion would feel at ſeeing 
perſons:in-the moſt reſpectable ſitnitions; and clothed with extenſive 
authority. ſacrificing the eternal felicity of their d eee ab 
the A of DAR _ or tlie love of 22 va ole 10 
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What regard you may think due to the charaQter; or reſpec to 
the judgment of theſe different claſſes of men, we pretend not to 
ſay. But all of them muſt unite as one man in reprobating a refuſal 
of our reaſonable requeſt; and, as Britons who love their Country 
and their Conſtitution, muſt cenſure your conduct, as doing a mate- 
rial injury to the Britiſh Government, and counteracting its de- 
ſigns. Rational freedom has ever been deemed, its diſtinguiſhing 
characteriſtic; and religious liberty, its glory. It ſhuts the door of 
no province of the Empire from the Goſpel of Chriſt. Certainly 
then it never deſigned to give this power to the Eaſt-India Company : 
it never conceived they would ſo interpret their charter; or if they 
did, that they would ever entertain an idea in their mind, or a wiſh: 
in their heart, to prevent Britiſh Miſſionaries from carrying the Goſpel f 
into their dominions. Should the Company now reject our Petition, 
and prevent Chriſtianity from entering Bengal, they will certainly 
caſt the blackeſt reflections on this country, and on the Go- 
vernment; and will furniſh the enemies of the Conſtitution with 
the ſtrongeſt handle againſt it, of which they were ever able to 
get hold. : 


| | The Mer of the world does not afford a ſimilar inſtance of con- 
duct. Twenty- four Engliſh merchants, of ſplendid fortunes, men 
of a liberal education, and of enlarged minds, and who will receive 
credit from the world for a conſiderable ſhare of philanthropy ; ; men 
profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion, and conſequently believing that it 
is unſpeakably ſuperior to every other, and has the moſt powerful ten- 
dency to promote the happineſs of mankind, and by the providence : 
of God inveſted with ſovereign authority oyer.the populous provinces 
in Hindoſtan. That men in ſuch. a ſituation, and with ſuch advan- 


tages, 


19 
tages, ſhould be unwilling to permit Chriſtianity (the religion they 
themſelves profeſs) to be carried to that country, and ſhould appear 
to wiſh to ſhut up twelve millions of people from the benefits of that 
religion which conduces greatly to their preſent comfort, and ſecures 


their eternal bleſſedneſs, is unique in the annals of mankind. The records 


of nations contain nothing like it; nor has language terms to expreſs it. 
Every other State, Proteſtant and Catholic, which has had forei gn 


colonies and ſettlements, has procured and employed Miſſionaries to 


inſtruct the natives in the principles of Chriſtianity. This has been 
the caſe for the laſt two hundred years; and an exception cannot be 


produced. If at the end of the eighteenth century the Directors of 


the Eaſt-India Company refuſe liberty to perſons who wiſh to under- 


take a miſſion at their own expence, they will not be able to plead 


a precedent; and men of literature, of liberality, of philanthropy, 

and of religion, will cordially unite in their prayers to Heaven, that 

| it may remain an zunique in the decrees of the rulers of the nations, 
till the world itſelf ſhall be diſſolved. 

Tf it ſhould appear to you that we have ſtated theſe things ſtrongly, 
do not, we beſeech you, conſider us as guilty of diſreſpect to your 
Honourable Court. Nothing is farther from our thoughts. It is 
our wiſh to ſtate what we conceive to be truth, and important truth, 
with all frankneſs and ſimplicity. But while we uſe not flattering 
: words, we ſhould be much grieved, if you were to accuſe us of 
treating you with rudeneſs. Regard us as men of integrity ſpeaking 
e what Hy ys feel, on a ant of the ren moment. 

It! is vain to enterthhe* a hope, that if leave be refuſed, it will pre- 
vent ay ſuture application, „ ind filenee the importutiity of your 
b | D 2 Petitioners, 


| 
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Petitioners. The certain;conſequence of; A refuſal will be a conteſt. 


with the friends of religion, who muſt feel that they are called on to 
exert themſelves with perſevering firmineſs, in order to attain their 
benevolent object, In this, conteſt you will labour under many diſ- 


advantage... 


The numbers againſt you perhaps you are not aware of. Some 


millions in the Britiſh Empire will be found to diſcover a concern 


for the propagation of Chriſtianity'z and millions are not to be 
RD 


T he cauſe which you would have to oppoſe, is, in the eyes of all 
the friends of Religion, the cauſe of human happineſs. In their view 
you are ſetting yourſelves againſt it; and endeavouring to detain in a 
ſtate of the moſt deplorable ignorance and abject miſery, the many 


millions of whom you are by. Divine ine conſtituted the pa- 


rents and guardians, 


The principles, with which you would contend are of the higheſt 


and moſt powerful kind. You cannot bring equal ones into the - 
| field. The friends of Religion are actuated by a ſenſe of duty both 
10 God and man. They feel the influence of the precept of their 


Creator enjoining them to make Him, the true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
whom he hath ſent, known to every nation under Heaven, and to 
baniſh idolatry, which is in direct oppoſition to his nature and his 
will, from off the face of the earth. In conſequence of another com- 


mand which ſays, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf, they conſider 


themſelves under the ſtrongeſt obligations, to communicate the means 
of eternal n to their leſs fayoured brethren. in Bengal, who are 
” delten 


1 ) 
deſtitute of the Goſpel, and expoſed by their ignorance and idolatry 
to the moſt dreadful evils. What principles can you oppoſe to theſe, 
that your own minds « or an impartial | W orld will deem of equal mag- 
nitude. 


As to the final iſſue of the buſineſs, we entertain not a ſingle 


doubt. The ſucceſs of the friends of Chriſtianity may be conſidered 


as abſolutely certain. In an age of darkneſs, when a ſubje& is im- 
 perfedly underſtood, or when it is not ſought on principle, or when 
it is the cauſe but of a few, it may be oppoſed with efficacy. But 
the caſe here is widely different. It is an age of light: the ſubject 


has been under the conſideration of religious people for ſome years 


paſt: they are ſenſible of its importance: it is eſpouſed by multitudes 
which will increaſe with the inveſtigation: and it is purſued by them 
TOW a ſenſe of duty. ks. MOT... A 


We are aware that thoſe who are unacquainted with the ſtrength 
of religious motives, may diſregard what has been adduced, as hollow 


boaſting: but thoſe who either from the annals of Eccleſiaſtical hiſ- 


tory, or from their own obſervation and experience, know the 


mighty energy of the principles of Chriſtianity on the heart as a 
ſpring of action, will conſider it as certain as an axion in Euclid, 


that in the final iſſue of the conteſt, Chriſtianity x will prevail, and 1110 


an entrance into ne” 


Te duly proſpect the Directors can now have, is that of a con- 
tinual conteſt till the object of our petition be granted. We are but 


a few individuals: but the cauſe is not ours only, it is the cauſe of 


"_ friend of religion in the country: and they will not ceaſe to 


ſtrain 
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ſtrain every nerve in order to accompliſh their purpoſe. They may 
be oppoſed : they may be defeated of their wiſhes : they may meet 
with one refuſal after another: but, ſtill undiſmayed, they will per- 

ſevere, conſcious that their cauſe is the cauſe of God; and that 
magna eff veritas, & prevalebit. This is no threat, nor let it be conſi- 
dered by you as the effect of ſullen obſtinacy, which ſhould not be 
gratified by ſucceſs. It proceeds from the principles of the Goſpel, 
from love to God, and love to man, and from a ſenſe of allegiance to 
Jeſus Chriſt. Had any of you, gentlemen, the unhappineſs to have a 
brother in a ſtate of ſlavery among the Moors in Barbary, you would 
feel yourſelves conſtrained both by duty and affection, to do every 
thing in your power to obtain his releaſe. If one application did not 
ſucceed, you would make another, and never reſt ſatisfied till your ob- 
ject was gained. To the man who would accuſe you of obſtinacy be- 
cauſe of your perſeverance, and ſay that you deſerve to be refuſed on 
that account, would you not reply: te your accuſation is unjuſt: you 
* know not the affection of a brother's heart, or you would not allow 
** ſuch words to eſcape your lips.” The friends of religion conſider 
the inhabitants of Bengal as their brethren, whoſe minds are enſlaved 
by ignorance, and idolatry, and vice. They feel a ſincere affection 
for them, and are earneſtly ſolicitous for their deliverance from ſpiritual 
bondage. Befides, the great Father of the family, who has made of 
one blood, all nations of men who dwell on the face of the earth, does 
with the united force of authority and love, command us to deliver our 
_ unhappy brethren from their miſerable condition. What then would 
your Honourable Court have the lovers of religion to do ? Muſt they 
not obey the commands of their Father and their God, and with per- 
_ ſevering ardour ſeek the converſion of their 1dolatrons brethren to the 
faith of the Goſpel ? Do not call this threatening : we mean it not ſo. 
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But we feel for the miſeries of the heathen, and our perſeverance pro- 
ceeds from affection to them, not from diſreſpect to you. Let us entreat. 


you, Gentlemen, inſtead of oppoſing, to grant us your favour, and 
patronize our attem pts. 


Infidels and atheiſts, diſbelieving a future ſtate, and regarding man 
merely as a creature of a preſent world, may ridicule ſuch a mode of 
_ reaſoning 3 but we conſider you in a very different light, and we 
ſhould look upon you as utterly unfit to be guardians of the happi- 
neſs of ſo many millions of immortal beings, unleſs your principles 
were of a very oppoſite kind, and unleſs you could, from your know- 
ledge and belief of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, fully enter into the force of 
the arguments which have been employed. | 


” Thoſe who are Ignorant of the moral ſtate of Hindoſtan, may al- 
ledge, that the people are very good, and do very well without the 
6 religion of Jeſus. But in anſwer to this objection, we beg them to 
attend to the teſtimon y of two men, who are at preſent endeavouring 
to convert the natives to Chriſtianity. One of them, Mr. Carey, 
who lives in the neighbourhood of Maldah, writes to the Baptiſt 
Society in England to this effect.“ Lying, theft, whoredom, and 
cc deceit are fins for which the Hindoos are notorious. There is not 
A company of ten men, I believe, to be met with, to whom you 
« might not ſafely addreſs theſe words. All the good that can with juſ- 
4 tiee be ſaid in favour of them is, they are not ſo feroeious as many 
© other Heathens.”* The other is the venerable Mr. Swartz, who 
bas been labouring as a Mithonary in the Carnatic between forty and 
fifty years. In a letter to the Society in London for propagating the 


* Periodical Accounts of Baptiſt Society, No. 3, p. 320. 
. Goſpel 
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Goſpel in Pail Parts, which was publiſhed by them in 17 95, he 
expreſſes his opinion of the natives in the following terms : © The 
knowledge of God, of his Divine perfections, and of his mercy to 
« mankind, may be abuſed ; but there is no. other method of re- 
% claiming mankind but by inſtructing them well. To hope that the 
„ Heathens will live a good life without the knowledge of God is a 
«* chimera. The praiſe beſtowed on the Heathens of this country by 
„% many of our hiſtorians, is refuted by a cloſe (I might almoſt fay ſu- 
« perficial) inſpection of their lives. Many hiſtorical works are more 
like a romance than hiſtory. Many gentlemen here are aſtoniſhed | 


© how ſome hiſtorians have proſtituted their talents by writing 
0 * fables.” | | 


We know not how far you may think it merits ban degree of 
conſider ation from you, that if leave be obtained as the fruit of per- 
ſevering efforts only, it is more than probable that it will be in a more 
extenſive degree than is now ſolicited, and in a way that may be leſs 
under the controul of the Directors of the Company. Beſides, no- 
5 thing is more common, in the courfe of a long inveſtigation, than for 
new things to occur which were not thought of at firſt, which con- 
ſiderably enlarge the ſcene, and produee cttects far beyond what v was 
or ena aſked or refuſed. | | 


＋ 
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We will cas for a - nas that a 2 PI our E you 
could prevent us and others from carrying the knowledge of Chriſti- 
anity to Bengal, and could for a few. years longer ſhut up the natives 


in ſuperſtition, and efablifh idolatry, What benetit or. es a | 
accrue to you fo thence 7 igen ods en a ob. cue wit: 
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It will not promote your intereſts. The ſtability as well as the 
proſperity both of individuals and trading companies often reſts on 
the ſupport of perſons whom they neither know nor think of, nay, 
of thoſe whom they deſpiſe. Yours depends not only on the obe- 
dience of the people of Hindoſtan, but on the good-will of the people 
of Great-Britain : and do you conceive that a refuſal to permit the 
pleſſings of Chriſtianity to your ſubjects will not appear to ſpring, from 
jealouſy ſacrificing every thing to pecuniary advantage? Will ſuch 
a conduct render the friends of Religion, the moſt virtuous part of the 
community, attached to your intereſts, or diſpoſed with ardour to 
RS your cauſe ? 


Nor will a refuſal add to your reputation. One certain confequence 
| will be the diſlike of all good men, who will be unable to view without. 
the moſt marked diſapprobation, or even horror, a mode of proceed- 
ing which oppoſes, in the moſt direct and open manner, the honour 
of God and the happineſs of man. What will render it ſtill more 


heinous in their eyes 1s the reſpectable ſtation in fociety which the 
perſons hold. 


Far will it likewiſe be from conducing to your happineſs, and ſe- 
curing the repoſe of your own minds. Amidft the purſuits of the 
world, and the joys of proſperity, too many loſe ſight of God and of 
a future ſtate, and of the path which leads to bleſſedneſs beyond the 


grave. But there is a time approaching when the moſt heedleſs will 9 5 


be glad to ſeek for refuge in the conſolations of the Goſpel. When 
life is faſt drawing to a cloſe, the world furniſhes and offers no re- 
ſources: the fruit of all the labour of paſt years is ready to vaniſh | 
away for ever. The ſoul, arreſted by the views of futurity, looks 
with anxiety into an eternal ſtate ; but no rational peace of mind can 

E be 


1 


be found, either as to the forgiveneſs of paſt tranſgreſſions, or the hope 
of future felicity, but what ſprings from the mercy of God through 

the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. At ſuch a ſeaſon, when you feel the 
neceſſity of this method of obtaining peace with God, would no ſting, 
no bitterneſs of heart be created by the refle&tion?. © I refuſed to 
 *« allow the glad tidings of this ſalvation and mercy to ſinners, to be 
2M carried to millions of my fellow-creatures, of whoſe happineſs, that 

« God, at whoſe righteous tribunal I muſt ſoon appear, conſtituted 
eme the guardian: I deprived them of that, which I now find can 
« alone afford one ray of hope, or one thought of peace.” 


Nor let us be conſidered as uſing the language of paſſionate ſeve- 
rity, but of calm and eternal truth, if we add, that ſuch a diſplay of 
© authority will expoſe you 1 to the diſpleaſure of the great Goyernor of the 
world. “ Chriſtianity,” you ſay by your profeſſion of it, © is, and 
« and SB; 1s a divine revelation. ” It is the will of God, that it ſhould 
be the religion of the whole world, and that it ſhould baniſh idolatry | 
and ſuperſtition from the face of the earth. 'The Diſciples of Jeſus he 
has commanded to propagate the Goſpel in every country, and to 
carry it to thoſe who are deſtitute of it. Judge then, how deeply 
thoſe Rulers muſt incur his diſpleaſure, who refuſe the religion of 
| Jeſus an entrance into their dominions, and bid Chriſt, an Miſfionaries 
approach them at their peril. Such exerciſe of authority, i is in direct 
oppoſition to the will and government of God; it muſt infallibly 
draw down on them his diſlike and anger, and attaches an awful re- 
ſponſibility, which may juſtly make the boldeſt of earthly princes 
tremble at the thoughts of appearing before the Supreme tribunal. 


Jo We have made the ſuppoſition, that you will refuſe our requeſt: 
but we cannot allow ourſelves to think that you will act in this man- 
ner. 


4") 
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ner. On the contrary, we are confident that when you have weighed 


the matter fully, you will be ſo perfectly convinced of the reaſonable- 
_ neſs of our petition, the excellence of its object, and of the utility of 
the miſſion, if it ſhould be crowned with ſucceſs, that you will cordi- 


ally grant what we aſk, become the patrons of our little ſociety, and 


enſure us protection in your dominions. Of ſuch a ſtep you will 


never have reaſon to repent. It will not injure your intereſts; it will 


procure you the heartfelt congratulations of millions; and it will be 
a laudable imitation of the Supreme Ruler, whoſe higheſt and con- 
| fant deſign is to diffuſe knowledge, religion, virtue and happineſs 
among all his ſubjects, i in the moſt extenſive degree. 


On us you will lay the ſtrongeſt obligations. We ſhall ever con- 


ſider ourſelves greatly indebted to you; and if we had not higher 5 

principles which produce the ſame effect, we ſhould feel ourſelves N 
conſtrained by bonds of gratitude ever to act with prudence in our 
miſſion, and with a conſtant regard to the peace and happineſs of the 


country, that you may never have reaſon to ſay that you had to do 
with ungrateful men, or to regret that you granted us permiſſion 
to 80. 5 


Nor will you have the gratitude of us alone: millions beſides wall : 
unite their thanks. Literature and Philanthropy with ten thouſand 


tongues will praiſe the liberality of your conduct: but eſpecially the 
friends of Religion will bleſs you for your kindneſs, and offer up t their 


moſt fervent prayers for your proſperity: and there is a high authority 
which ſays, he fervent prayer of the righteous man availeth much. You 
will render them attached to you, and they will feel a lively intereſt | 


in your welfare. No conſiderate perſon will think his of little value; 
N 3 


( 28 ) 


for what fo much adorns and ſtrengthens a cauſe as the attachment 
of wiſe and good and virtuous men? 


But what muſt afford a higher; afattfication to every benevolent 
mind, the bleſſings of millions now ready to periſh will come upon 
you, and you will make the hearts of the miſerable to ſing for joy. 
The natives of India, converted from their idolatry and ſuperſtition 
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to the faith of Chriſt, and exulting in the benefits and promiſes of 


the Goſpel, will look back with rapture to the day when they became 
ſubject to your dominion, and hail you as their nobleſt benefactors, 
If to relieve the wretched from their miſery, and thoſe i in the moſt 
imminent danger, from death, draw forth their warmeſt gratitude and 
fill the heart with complaceney ; ; theſe will belong to you in a higher 
ſenſe, than when the matter relates only to the diſtreſſes of the pre- 
ſent world, for the felicity conferred will be of eternal duration. 


But all theſe, hamcrer et fiak into infignificance when 


compared with one thing on which every human being ſhould ſet in- ; 


finitely the higheſt value, namely, the approbation of God, whoſe fa- 


your is life, and whoſe diſpleaſure is worſe than death. One of the 


metliods employed by Him to promote the happineſs of mankind, has 


been to put barbarous nations under the dominion. of thoſe that are 
civilized, and pagan nations under thoſe that profeſs Chriſtianity, that 
the bleſſings of civilization and the Chriſtian Reli igion might be dif- 
fuſed among them. Thoſe may be juſtly reckoned among the num- 
ber of perſons moſt highly favoured, to whom ſuch opportunities are 
given of doing ſervice to the human race. This honourable poſt is 
yours; and an opportunity is given you, which, if embraced, will 
place you high in the liſt of benefactors to mankind. While 


you 


6 | 
you thus do good to men, you will be performing an act which is 
agreeable to the Supreme Being, who delights in the propagation of 
the Goſpel. At the fame time you will take the moſt effectual 
means of eſtabliſhing and continuing your own dominion in Hin- 
doſtan. When the power of man is employed to counteract the pur- 
: poſes of God, it ſaps its own foundation, it cuts ſhort its own duration, 
and provokes Him to take abuſed power away. But when human 
authority exerts itſelf to promote the benevolent deſigns of Heaven in 
advancing religion and happineſs, then dominion is founded on a 
a rock, and ſtability given to it by its reſemblance to the throne of 
Jehovah, which is eternal, becauſe Juſtice and Judgment are its 


baſis; and mercy, truth, and good will to men, are continually before 
his face. 
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